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NEWS RELEASE
FORMER SENATOR, VIETNAM PRISONER OF WAR,
JEREMIAH DENTON TO OPEN UD'S DISTINGUISHED SPEAKER SERIES
DAYTON, Ohio- Jeremiah A. Denton Jr. first entered the national spotlight on May 17,
1966, when as an American prisoner of war in Vietnam, he was featured in a nationally
televised interview.
While answering questions from a North Vietnamese reporter, Denton blinked his eyes in
Morse code, repeatedly spelling out T-0-R-T-U-R-E- the first confirmation that American
P.O.W.s were being tortured. When the reporter asked Denton about his support of U.S. war
policy, he said, "I don't know what is happening now in Vietnam because the only news sources
I have are North Vietnamese, but whatever the position of my government is, I believe in it, I
support it and I will support it as long as I live."
At 8 p.m. on Wednesday, Oct. 6, in the KennedY. Union Ballroom on the University of
Dayton campus, Denton, who retired from the U.S. Navy as a rear admiral, will be the first
speaker of the 1999-2000 Distinguished Speaker Series.
Admission to the speech is free and open to the public. During his speech, Faith and
Freedom," Denton will discuss the relationship between his faith and his prison experiences.
"In prison, the amazing generosity of God in answering my prayers and in granting much
more than I asked changed my faith in God to knowledge of the reality of God and of the
infinite kindness of Jesus," Denton said.
Denton, who was shot down and captured on July 18, 1965, after leading 28 aircraft in
an attack near Thanh Hoa, was released on Feb. 12, 1973. He was promoted to rear admiral in
April1973 and served his last tour of duty as commandant of the Armed Forces Staff College
in Norfolk, Va.
A book about his experiences in Vietnam, When Hell Was in Session, was published in
1976 and a NBC television movie based on the book won the Peabody Award in 1979.
In 1980, Denton was elected to the U.S. Senate, becoming the first Republican from
Alabama ever electedJto Senate by popular vote and the first Catholic elected to any statewide
office in Alabama.
While in the Senate, Denton established an international aid program now known as the
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Denton Program. This program has used available space on military vehicles to transport tons
of critical equipment and supplies to needy people throughout the world at no cost to donors.
At age 75, Denton is now involved in the Transportation For the R~lief of Mankind
(TRAt'\JSFORM), a private organization of the National Forum Foundation that uses commercial
transportation to deliver humanitarian aid. "TRANSFORM is my current focus and is a direct
and relevant response to the Holy Father's Ash Wednesday speech last Lent," Denton said.
In the pope's message for Lent released on Jan. 19, 1999, he called for international
institutions, national governments and economic leaders to make plans that ensure a "more just
sharing of the goods of the earth, both within individual countries and in relations between
nations."
Other speakers of UD's 1999-2000 Distinguished Speaker Series will include:
• Karen Abuzayd, head of the regional office of the United Nations high commissioner
for refugees for the United States and the Caribbean, on Thursday, Nov. 18;
• William McDonough, dean of the School of Architecture at the University of Virginia
and 1999 designer of the year by Interiors magazine, on Wednesday, Feb. 9;
• Art Buchwald, humorist columnist for the New York Herald Tribune, on Thursday,
March 30, scheduled in conjunction with the Erma Bombeck Conference on Popular American
Humor; and
• Robert McChesney, author of Corporate Media and the Threat to Democracy and
associate professor of journalism and mass communication at the University of WisconsinMadison, on Thursday, April13.
-30For media interviews, call Jeremiah Denton at (334) 473-1010. For information about
the Distinguished Speaker Series, call Melissa Perez at (937) 229-4114.

